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Thouggh ampires are not built in 6 day,
their axistonce may coms to light in a
singhe memanl a5 3 result of a procla-
mation, the sigring ol o (reaty, law or
docres, a8 in the caso of the "Empine of
the Hudson®™ On 23 August 1921, In
tact, the Prasigent of tho United States,
Warren Harding, signoda resalutisn
that permitbed the states of Mew York
and New Jarsay (o form the Port ol
Mo York Auithority. Fram that time on
tie Part Authioeity, lakr revised to be:
came the Port Autharity of Mow York
and Mew Jersey. has played a dociinvg
rale in pefanting and goverming i de-
welopmend of Mew York, and since the
TE30% (18 instiutional archifecture has
poen @ model, Thiclgh crises and
translarmaisons, bitter conflicts and
hearel-faug it legislative battbes, 115 pow-
s have basn extended along with s
finlds of influence. in paraBel, its politi-
cal waight hag incsansad, The econom-
ic rescurces |b adminkskers have 2rown
hiready i 1964 the funds avadlabie 1o
the Part Authority amoumted ks many
malions of dallars.

Since the previous decate David Rock:
atalier and the main sxponents of the
Mew York financial community, behind
e Dowrlown-Lower Manhattan Asso:
ciation, had been debating what initis-
tives 1o bake to mevitolize the ackivilies
ail this Downbown areas. Fram 19958, on
the oyve af the appaintmend of Nefaon
Rackelotler, Dad's brothes, as Gover-
nor of the Stxte of Hew York, to 1960,
tha idea had emerged of balding o
Waorld Trade and Financial Center in
Leswer Manhattan, facing the East A
r. Given the lareeasls regardng costs.
the location of the comples and ths
convergance of intarests, it was only
natisral that tho forces behind the o)
ect wosild work in collaboration with
the Part Authority, The Autharily's
statutes, however, stipsilated that it
poukl nal procsad with the scquisdiaon
of proporty, the financing or the con:
atruckion of buildings for offices or ko
£l sprvices connecled with linan-:
cial acthitieas. Nevertholoss, one of (ks
Rarskess vt (0 promode every Lyps of @i
fiative That would halp m the deelop-
vl 0 tracie, Making e of this cone
tradiction, & efing ans that pormiks us
i glimpse how much the econamic
and institutional iramework in which
the mutherity cperatod had charged in
an penod of forty years, in 1551 1 Port
Autharity relessed a docuwmient thal
domonsirated how the construction af
b iy Tragia Canter would be consis-

1em with its ohjoctves and its mission,
Mioeeower, the Parl Autharity claimed,
th ifreastmant required for Ehe con-
struction of the complex, concoived te
asparmeusly fiver the coardination af
commercial activities on a worbdwide
scalen, onca it hod reached the point of
sconomic bBalames, wdd genarats
sqich margenal profits 1hat only sa pub-
fic agencys would be capahla of under-
taking the profoct. The cast farecast
wats 358 mallion dollars; considered suf-
ficient o fimance tha construction of &
prumbar af toweors wilh beights varymg
from 30 (o 72 sioneys, an ihe East Side
al Manhattan, south of the Brooklyn
Sridge,

s e v s, bhae Poet. Aulhosily de-
pands o tea Stales, Mew York and
Mow Jedsey, and thase two states are
separated not onky by the Hudsen Riv-
or, but alsn be diverging intorests, At
Eha sl af the Sictios, Mew ersey dids
'L have many redsons Lo be intenested
il resalvirg tha problems of Dosntown
Baribattan, Ensuring the functicning of
the Hutdsan pnd Manhattan Railread,
i docrapl rail ling that parmitied
140,000 commuters to reach Manhat-
tam from Maw Jersey every doy, on the
other hanel. was & pricrity for the ad-
ministratars m Trenfon. Mew York, in:
sigad, thaught the time had come Lo
bisilid the World Trade Center. The k-
diation, leading Lo o rabher extenshe in-
terprataticn of tha tasks entrusted t2
thi agency, came [rom Albary, the cag-
italof Mew Yark State, In April £961
Gaverner Rockelelor signed a decres
giving the Port Autharity the task of en-
surimg b luncticning of the rail line. 1o
satisfy Mow Jersey, 45 well as that of
building the World Trates Center. Al this
wils approved by a single peece al leg:
Eslation. and as @ rasult tha Port A
tharity, whitn it fopmed the PATH in
1962 (Port Autherity Trans-Hudson
Corpomtian) 1o manage the ral frans-
peark, decided o bishd Fhe now complex
real can Aha Enst Rwer but on the opps-
sibe side af Manhattan, thcing the Hud-
il

by 1564 Austin Toban, director of the
Poet Auther ity since 1942, was raady 1o
present the progect far the Werkl Trada
Cenler. Tobdn was a forcaful and ex-
tracrdinarily influenkinl persan: he had
systematically extended the power and
carge of acticn of the agency, wha ha
huad first begun warking in 1327 and re-
mabned il 19727 in the 19405 he had
guldpd tha Porl Autharity, alnesdy own-
er af bridges,; tunnals, terminals and
plars, in the conguest af the Mewark, La
Guandaa, Teterboro and kdlowild {naw
LF. Kennedy) airporis: during the
covurss of Lins campaign he had owver-
coemn bhvir reskstance of Roberl Moses,
anotiier [ang-term, poweriul adminis-
tratar, who from the early 19305 1o
1568 had concalved and managed all
the public works thal reshaped MNew

York.

The imvestmant planned by the Part
Authority for the canstraction of the
Waorld Trode Center was 522 millian
dallars, buf this figare was to triple be-
fare the conclusion of the work. sTwin
towers of gleaming metal, 110 floors
highn had Eeen designed to Surpdss
Rhsp rrcord siill bheld by e Empire Stato
Buildng and bo rospand towhat Hefwan
Rockedolier had requested: cthe buiic-
ings af Lhe Trada Conter must be'im.
g A The Maw York Timess wil-
comed the annauscement, proclaim-
img: wthits is the project That promeses
to do the most for New Yorks. Tobin,
perhinps, had fakan Rockeledler a it
ton literally. In fact, a5 Jamescn Dok
recalls iman amising. instroctive foot-
note 1o his book Empire of the Hudson,
when Tohin and Minar Yamasakl, the
architact commissoned to dessgn the
Warld Trade Cenler, melt with Roche-
feller amd informed him that the bwin
tewnrs would hove o height of 110
stoneys, the Gowgrnor asked, all0F So
the two bulldings have 55 flaors
each?=, alh nals, Yamasaki replied:
wEach of therm will hawe 110 lloorss. At
this point Rackedellar, turning to his ad-
wivar Edward Fresky, and recalling that
the ChHase Manhattan Building his
bt Doyvld had bt just a few years
garbr, the Balles! in Lownds Manhottan,
had anly 70 floors, gaclaoimed: ahy
Godi Those towers will make David's
biusilclirgg oak Nk a hitle,

Though he had noway of knowing this,
Molsan Rockelsllar had e roason to
wosrry absaist ke fate of the Chase Kan-
hattan Building, which had besn bt
near Wall Street in 1955-61 With the
same motneations that guided the ini-
tatives pramated by tho Doentown -
Lerwr Manhattan Association, the sky
scraper had besn Built bo holse the of-
ficod ol Lhe gigantic bank David Bocke-
fodler had created with the marger of
Chasa Matianal Bank and Bank of Man:
hattan. Kelson Rockelaller's plarm was
nal justified, as 1 Chose Manhattan
Plaza ks w1l 2 maglicsnt Busikling ta-
dary. The Twin Towers were never able (o
compots with i 1t stands an a lob be-
tween Pine Street and William Streel,
elasn to what 5 now uilersdihy kidawn
as Ground Zarg, Gordon Bunshalt and
Walter Sevaringhaus masterlully di-
signed and built & monodith clad in
glass and alusminium, with a structure
that shapes the main elevations, and
with a labby of sngaging, monumailal
simplicity, resting on & alal dug out of
a garden af lami Maguchi. The: {ower
still stanis out today, with its reflecting
metal finish, in the Manhattan skyline,
ang it was the cornerstani an which
Skidmore, Owings & Mernill a/kfa
S0M, the studio to which Bunshall ang
Spyeringhaus belonged, built (s for
tona, making Lawer Manhatian a
jpravince |n (s “empiea” compased of




descrile as resembling & sporisg
mvent, rapkdly rose. Roland Botks, a par-
sanil triend of Predident George Bush
and member of the b of Lh LMDC,
afcliesiraled the credcendod be cani-
pangd the arenitocts an hand (o gREm:
Brandt, da ¥inci, Matisse and lasger
Jahinga agnd thanked ePresidant Buah
for his concise advice: “do somathing
Thal will rake poople proud™ s, Larfy
Silverstein was among the smportant
Bunate Bul he lady the Wintes Garden
while the presentations ware sl in
progress; The regresentalives of the
Part Authority wers prasent, and had
gnanddy been infarenesd af Lhe Fact ihat
Silverstein Progertios was planning ta
furm bo SO0 Tar the reconstroction of
Ground ferg

Taking the sitvatson and Ehe excilement
of the croned Inko acoounl, Wi can -
derstand bul fot condene the tone
clopted by the prehilects in tha pres-
antation of thelr projects, thus wriling
i not very edifying page amang those
Ehnf enclicate the pakh of thair profas-
sion in the 2158 century, Narman Foster
Spoke ol sbaa Dowers that kiss and
tomich sach other until they become as
g e ka ey sinming LhEm e
nickname of the “kissing towars™
Wifialy put hiensell through a lour de
force, (HEstrating the thros diftorent
proposals THINK Had decided it was
worlhwhile 1o gprasent; Paterson and
Littenberg spoke of their good inten-
Elang with respect tothe speil af alg
Mew York: Childs, detached and per:
naps ambarrassad, el the illesteation
of B0M's progect up to Roger Datly, onin
o e studio’s bl partnens: Greg Lynn
hasd a heard time expiaining the meaning
of the “Cityin the Shy ™ e contributed
boe Spsigm, rosceting bo refarances (o (ha
Hagia Saphin: Richard Meisr presentod
nis group of proven Talenls as o sdranm
teama, while the younger Holl declared:
o i s Lo anprass The sublismes.,
But evan tho “dream team” cowld nat
starsd i bo Ehe perfarmance staged by
Libasking, displaying the rhataricsl
abilily he has gained by paying the
prce af arpdical metamanphosis gfnam
obscure avant-gardist to determined
popilisin, imposes] over the yoars sl
nooarding to Faul Goldbergaer, by his
witi Mima, aLile victariauss wirs Hse
last words Liboskingd pronounced ot fha
Wirmiar Gardan, with the tene of a
preacher inspined, moreayor, by a ga-
MEStic prosrpder,

Shiprtly tharaattar, in Febeuary 2003,
once again if was Roland Botts whoan-
nounced thal the process that sould
lead to the cholce of the master plan
for Qrouna Serc was not yel linished;
armang the seven prajecis prosenbad in
Dacemiier, in fact. the LMDC had cha-
s bwo, those of Vifioly and Libaskind

Alter further revisions, they would be
sub|ected 1o ancthar avaleation, The
eammisabon formed by the LMDC and
tha Port Authorrty to choose the pooj:
gct o be utdized met an 25 February
S003 Wnto In the oo ming of [1se Tallow:
ingy day. after once again calling in Gow-
arnor Patakl, Mayore Bloombarg snd 1he
two archifects, against all forecasts it

was pnnounced that the chosen pra|-
2ot ko ba rewarked in the months 19
come. wirs that of Libaskind. Tha deci
Sion wok stronuously supporied by
Gearge Patakl wha after being re-nloct-
e as Gavernor Saw Ground Tara as a
crodibla launching pad Tor a rmin at tho
White Hoise

So what did Libesking design? Though
it might seem crude to ask it in this
way, The question is only apparanily
rhetorical, What LMDEC wanted to come
P with, pramating (15 "compalibian”
ik @& makter plan. Was what Libeskingd
desigred just thet. a plan that waould
ragulate the ways in which the can:
struclions would ba disiribubed s K
area-of Ground Zem, or'was it a projoct
that stands ool absove all Tar the fosim,
tho concept and mnning atiribiibod 1o
ihe Frapdod Tawer. The skyscraper he
imagined rising o o height of 541,32
meters ¥ We ehould mok use tho metric
Sysledn, in This Casa, Bacaiise i) makes
tha peaject kose much of #s moaning. in
fact, ot Libeskind hastened 1o under-
ling, listing the warious symbalic
wirtues, we can gnly understand the
e cRlbeg thrust of the Fraedam Tawer
if we measure [t hoight in feel, pro
cisnly I Ta ol tham, 1o commemarabe
the year 1776 during which, an the dih
al July, the United Stabes deslaned its
independenca from England. There can
ma Fitle gaqibl. A any case, thal the
Froodom Tower, in spite of tho way its
riseammng pels lont in metric translation,
ks tho core of Libeskme™s projoct. its
profile. astutely and demagogicaliy
shapad termetata Chat of s Stalue of
Liberiy, would have loomed owar the
antire nrap of Ground Zerc, fecontig-
ured to respond to commemorative in-
Tenkions and econcamic interesty to the
hopos expressed by Gludiant and e -
pectations of the Porl Authority. the
obgactive plfy of Silverstein

Froem many different viewpounts. the
wvarkous interpralations that can be
mada af tha profeact selectad by Th
LMDGC are mol unimportant, and the
siatements mada aftor February 2003
bry 1hees irmsalved in wario0s ways in the
sfory do naf clarity the ambiguibies of
the situstion. Maving reached this
poind, angl aving detarmingd that the
fuasled lan would call lor the can-
struction of such n large rumbes of
soguare meters of edification that pdl
those inferesiod would De salislied, o
bifter clash began avar how o resolve
thossE gmiigabios, |6 dafinithe lesms,
i was necossary to degide whal rofe to
ansien b Libeskind, and then 1o choose
the archilects who would design thae
Buikdengs thot. al this paint, were to be
condiructne arcung tha cantral Earkic
af Ground Zerm

Where the Freedom Tower was can-
carrvd, for reasons that should be ot
welirs 0 P dind Dhe conf griders witre
anly twa in number now: on the o
Harl. LibésHing ame his pubdc relalions
oxperts, who wone busy tryirg to make
Rim inte e peaople’'s cheice: on the
othor, Chitds and SO, inspite of the
wariiu s allempls made to induce fem
1o work together, fhe stakes werne 104

high and thair conflicts becamin n-
crepsingly heated. Janno Lieber, a for-
mer Undder Secretary in the Chnton ad-
rinistration and now  Silverstein’s
regtvt-harsd ram, whiibs e shosilel have
been focusing an Liberty Bonds, legal
gisestions and the monagemant of bal-
fions of dolinrs, was forced to spend
rieany o the howurs svailabile on keeping
tha bwo architects from tighting, Bl
thae time fer madialien ran out guickly,
just as quickly as that of the thanatrics:
A was igenl, in facl, 1o bégin Bulding.
and It was necessary to announce tha
nAames ol Usose who would have Bhe re-
sponsibility of designing the skyscrap:
&rs that would $tand arcund Graand
oo

Armarg thoss lor whom 1Eme was of the
cEREnce was George Patakl. and as
time pasced his determination to de-
fondg Lipaskind's project waned, The
cantext of problems, as wa shall saa.
wiah also rapidly evolving. but the
framawork ramninad the sama, The
contract between the Port Authority
and Silverstain Properties still appled.
Thaugh o Libeskind's opinéan ba s not
@ i of partielarly refnsd tastes. Sil-
werstain is a man of good sanse. He is
now in fis seventies, but Ristary has
changed his life and now obllges hem to
practice a new profession. After the
cilppae af tha Twin Tewers, ho is no
langer just an important real estate op-
sralor, angagad in MAnERing opera-
tions of buying. solling and leasing: now
e is a Builder, ne langer working an
sgusare [eet but on acres, and b has to
risnkir dociHsang Hhal will alter bhe das-
tiny of his city as wall as his bank ac-
count. Though the Port Authority plays
a lnpding rol® And, 0 any s, shres
tho outcome, to a great extent he is the
afg wia chaoges, and The facts we
hava narrated leave littie doubt regard:
g has dedines as bo wheth architects
shiouild b antrusted with (b future af
the Freedom Tower and Ground Zero
Alter sl the cards Libsskind and
Childs cam play to influence his deci-
siard are oo dvlferent, and those whio
are hatting on them know it

AL the time Libeskend had anly built
ane signilicant work, the Mdsches Wy
Seymm ir Besting After The canclusion af
the competition held by the LMBE, Si-
wersdean redolved to go to Berlin to vis-
it the Misseum. but than s gave up an
the trip Buk every time he post down
o 'Wall Siraat he can soe th skyserap:
ers S0M has bt in this portion of Mew
York, and observe the prafibes of 1
Chase Plaza, B0 Braadway and the LS
Slesn| badilding ] Liberty Flaza, 1o clods
to-the pastern edge of Ground Zero
Andd among the many factors Sikver-
stein musi consider when he makes
the dafinitive choice of the architect (o
hirg oy Whe conslruction ol [ha Frag:
glam Tower, with the billions of daltars
al Enmstmant ivvslved, 1od Bim and Tod
tie Port Authority, one prevails cver all
athers and hns b preciss anme: reliabil-
M.

Who is more rdiabled Likeskind o
SOMT But this is truly a rhetorkzal
cuEshian, «Danny, FouU Ve naever de-

signied 3 shyscrapsar; now i | nad to get
heart surgory, | wouldn't go tooa sur-
godn who has never apodrated on o
tmart e, is the conciusive phrose of a
convErsation betesen Silversiein and
Libasking, roported by Paul Goliborg
Br-

AL Thiz point Thees isn't muchlal] to
say. All Libeskind can do s call his
Imwyers and ask tham to regoliats with
Silverstein Propertios 1or & setiismoen
In fhe meantimie the problam of
Grownd Zera is back in the hands of
SO

L}

Maturadly the shadow of tha Freedom
Tovar David Chalds had 1o detign was
more than menaging for thy master
plan, ond it was not the only threat
Clearly tha take af the towar is imsopas
rable fram that of the area. But just
ey ceadibbe o5 Libaskind s plany To an-
swar the guestion and get a betier mn-
ibarstanding ol the lales] develaprments
in the situation we need 1o tale o step
backwards.

Whila the compatition held by tha
LMBDC o the chaice of the master plan
wais in progress. Gevermar Patoki made
a decision that was intongroous with
Its timing. but ane of greal political #f-
ficacy. anmouncing that nothing woukd
aver B Built on 1he portions of Ground
fero corresponding to the fostprings. of
LEha Tl Toraners, Taking §1es rew Incicad-
tion into accont, Im the spring of 2003,
whin the “Innevative Design Study”™
raacad s canslagicn, the LMDCC an-
nounced a secomnd compatition ko
chosa g project thal would transfarm
the aren onon occupted by the teo fow-
ors infa & Memarial. Fram ary peripac-
Eiwa, bhes decisien damonsirates the
| lewwd af Authariby the LMEOC is will
Img fo atiribute (o Lipeskind s master
plan. given the fact that what ha had
imagined Tar the Mentaris! reprosents
cne of the most significant pats of his
prbjeEl. Fusrthermcne, the compelibion
gukdelines wang not proscripinea; tha
comipeditors were left free to accepl or
reject tho indications of the masier
plan, and the jury was cven more per-
missivie on this poant, Dnag af thi jurars
wos Maya Lin, and her opinion holds
walght; in 1581, while still p student at
Yate, she won the compofition for the
Wistmarm Volerans Memorisl in Wash-
ingbor DC, weth a progect fres of rhator-
el pocenis, Lhe exach cpposile of the
one designed by Libeskind {or Grownd
Farg,

About 13,000 rogistrations wore ra:
cEiwid for the now competition, of
whieh 5301 petunlly participated. (o
Mowvernber 2004 the preseniatson af
Ehe sight finalist poogocts Look plocs,
cnco again ot the Winter Garden. Re-
FlEeting Abaspee is the matlo of Lhe
winning project suppartod by Maym Lin;
b8 dasipner i Mchael Arad, uabil Thes
an unknawn architect working {or tho
Mew York City Howsing Aufhority. Bo-
Calaky mil“-ﬂﬂ'”ﬂﬂ Abhsence dons nak
garmply Wwith the stipudations ol the
mastar plain, Libasking soon fourd hm
selt negatiating with Arad. who was




